
Approval to adopt an ordinance amending Los Angeles County Code Title 7 – Chapter 7.20 Bingo 
and a resolution establishing an application fee for the Remote Caller Bingo business license.

SUBJECT

November 10, 2015

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012

Dear Supervisors:

APPROVAL OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING LOS ANGELES COUNTY CODE
TITLE 7 – CHAPTER 7.20 BINGO

(ALL SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS) (3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

Introduce, waive reading, and adopt an ordinance (Exhibit A) amending the Los Angeles County 
Code (County Code) Title 7 – Chapter 7.20 Bingo (“Title 7”) to add an ordinance for Remote Caller 
Bingo and a resolution (Exhibit B) establishing an application fee for the Remote Caller Bingo 
business license.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

Pursuant to a motion Supervisor Don Knabe introduced on February 3, 2015, the Treasurer and Tax 
Collector (TTC) collaborated with the County Counsel in drafting a proposed ordinance amending 
Title 7 to provide the authority for licensing Remote Caller Bingo.  In Remote Caller Bingo, the caller 
of the random numbers is located in a separate location and uses audio and video technology to 
telecast to participating locations.

The TTC reviewed the ordinance with all other departments who will be involved in the process of 
issuing Remote Caller Bingo business licenses, and appropriate stakeholders.
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The proposed ordinance will amend Title 7 to provide the authority for licensing Remote Caller Bingo. 
 In addition, Penal Code Section 326.3 authorizes the Board of Supervisors to establish an 
application fee for Remote Caller Bingo by resolution.  The attached proposed resolution will 
establish an application fee in the amount of $50, which is the same amount authorized by Penal 
Code Section 326.5(l)(1) for Traditional Bingo.  Only qualified charitable organizations may conduct 
Remote Caller Bingo games.  Obtaining a County business license is only the first step in the 
process of receiving authority to conduct Remote Caller Bingo games, which ends with the approval 
of the California Gambling Control Commission (Commission).  Once a charitable organization 
receives its County business license, the organization must request authorization from the State of 
California Bureau of Gambling Control (Bureau).  The Bureau will review the required documents, 
including any locally issued licenses submitted by the charitable organization, and make its 
recommendation to the Commission for final approval.  

In order to gain insight on any challenges associated with the deployment of Remote Caller Bingo in 
other jurisdictions, the TTC contacted the Bureau.  According to the Bureau representative, they 
have not received any complaints related to games which were previously approved. 

Additionally, TTC staff contacted 17 California cities and three counties (San Bernardino, Riverside 
and Solano), which have adopted Remote Caller Bingo ordinances, to obtain feedback on their 
implementation of the games.  Six of the cities (Atascadero, Corona, 
Los Alamitos, Montebello, Ontario, and San Bernardino) are currently conducting Remote Caller 
Bingo games and none have received complaints.  As of the date of our contact, none of the three 
counties had held any Remote Caller Bingo games.

Finally, the TTC reached out to several Traditional Bingo operators in the unincorporated jurisdictions 
of the Supervisorial Districts (with the exception of the Third District, which currently has no licensed 
operators).  We spoke with six operators and they all were supportive of licensing and conducting 
Remote Caller Bingo.

To assist with the deployment of Remote Caller Bingo, the TTC contacted those departments that 
currently participate in the application approval process for Traditional Bingo business licenses, 
which include the departments of Chief Executive Office/Risk Management, Public Works/Building 
and Safety, Fire, Sheriff, and Regional Planning.  The TTC apprised these departments of the 
proposed ordinance for Remote Caller Bingo and provided them with a copy of the draft ordinance 
for their review.  None of the departments expressed concerns with the ordinance and all stated that 
they would participate in the approval process for Remote Caller Bingo business license applications 
as they have with Traditional Bingo.

The attached Exhibit C is a list of the 16 Traditional Bingo operators currently licensed in the 
unincorporated area of the County.  Upon your Board’s approval of this ordinance, the TTC will notify 
these operators that they may apply for a Remote Caller Bingo business license.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
The recommended actions support Goal 1, Operational Effectiveness/Fiscal Sustainability.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

There will be no fiscal impact because the business license fee is a cost recovery fee.
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FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

County Counsel has reviewed and approved Exhibit A as to form.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

The Board’s approval of the amended ordinance will not have any impact on the current process of 
issuing business licenses or service fees.

Joseph Kelly

Treasurer and Tax Collector

Enclosures

c: Sheriff
Chief Executive Officer
Auditor-Controller
Interim County Counsel
Acting Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors 
Fire Department
Department of Public Works/Building and Safety
Department of Regional Planning
Business License Commission

Respectfully submitted,

JK:KG:BR:HP:ms
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